
APPROVED MINUTES of the Regular 

Meeting of the City Council of the City of Rye held in 

City Hall on March 28, 2018, at 7:30 P.M. 

 

PRESENT: 

 JOSH COHN, Mayor 

 SARA GODDARD 

            EMILY HURD 

 RICHARD MECCA 

 JULIE SOUZA 

 BENJAMIN STACKS 

 DANIELLE TAGGER-EPSTEIN 

 Councilmembers 

 

ABSENT:   

 None  

 

 

 The Council convened at 6:30 P.M.  Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded by 

Councilwoman Souza, to adjourn immediately into executive session at 6:30 P.M. to discuss 

personnel and litigation matters. 

 

 At 7:30 P.M., Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Souza, to 

adjourn the executive session.  The regular meeting of the City Council began at 7:47 P.M.  

 

1. Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mayor Cohn called the meeting to order and invited the Council to join in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

2. Roll Call. 

 

Mayor Cohn asked the City Clerk to call the roll; a quorum was present to conduct 

official City business. 

 

3. Draft unapproved minutes of the regular meeting of the City Council held March 14, 

2018. 

 

 Councilwoman Hurd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Mecca, to adopt the 

minutes of the regular meeting of the City Council held March 14, 2018. 

 

 

 

 

4. Continuation of the Public Hearing to amend local law Chapter 176, “Energy 

Conservation”, of the Rye City Code by amending provisions related to the Sustainable 
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Energy Loan Program in the City of Rye in accordance with Article 5-L of the General 

Municipal Law.   

 

 Mayor Cohn stated that this was in response to changes in the Energize NY’s PACE 

program, financing capital improvements that include more sustainable energy sources.  In 

response to the recent changes made to the General Municipal Law regarding this type of 

financing, the City is considering amendment the City Code and the existing program in Rye.  

Mayor Cohn invited the public to view the video from the March 21, 2018 work session, at 

which time the matter was discussed.  

 

 There being no one from the public to speak, Councilwoman Hurd made a motion, 

seconded by Councilman Mecca, to close the public hearing. 

 

 Councilwoman Goddard made some comments regarding the proposed amendments to 

the local law and program.  She said that the Council had discussed details of the proposed 

PACE 2.0 program at the recent work session on March 21, 2018.  She said that the program 

anticipates larger loan values, among other items. In response to the proposed changes, the 

Council came up with a list of suggested amendments.  The list is as follows: 1) No construction 

financing (PACE 2.0 currently allows for this); 2) A limitation of 75% of loan-to-value, which is 

the industry standard for commercial property financing (PACE 2.0 has a loan-to-value 

limitation of 90%); 3) A $500,000 aggregate loan cap;   4) Maintaining the current status in Rye 

limiting the program to not-for-profit organizations; and 5) the borrower must have been in 

business for at least three years.  

 

 Mayor Cohn said that the City had invited expressions of interest from commercial 

properties, and the Chamber of Commerce, but to date, there had been none.   

 

 Corporation Counsel Wilson explained that there would need to be a resolution to adopt 

Local Law 1 of 2018 to move this forward.  

 

 Mark Thielking, Energize NY, clarified that the local law must have to pass “as is,” and 

that any program modifications unique to the City would happen as a result of a letter 

modification to the municipal agreement.   

 

 Councilwoman Hurd confirmed that this would be the same as what was described as a 

“side letter” at the last regular City Council meeting.   

 

 Mayor Cohn clarified that the City would be moving from PACE 1.0 to PACE 2.0.  Mr. 

Thielking confirmed that this was correct, and that following the adoption of the local law, the 

parties would be signing a municipal agreement concerning the City’s program modifications. 

 

 Councilwoman Souza asked if having the local law “as is” opened the City up to liability, 

as in if a party could claim that they would be entitled to the entire program as written on the 

books without the modifications.  Corporation Counsel Wilson and Mr. Thielking explained that 

this would not be the case; that the municipal agreement that would be in place would be carried 

out by Energize NY to Rye’s standards.  In other words, the local law would provide the ability 
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for the City of Rye to enter into such a program, whereas the municipal agreement would 

identify specifics pursuant to the Council’s wishes.  

 

 Corporation Counsel Wilson stated that she would recommend that the Council make a 

motion to adopt Local Law number 1 of 2018, amending Chapter 176 of the Rye City Code.  

Upon that vote, she recommended a second resolution to enter into a municipal agreement with 

Energize NY. 

 

 Councilwoman Goddard made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hurd, to amend 

Local Law Chapter 176, “Energy Conservation”, adopting a new Local Law 1 of 2018 of the Rye 

City Code by amending provisions related to the Sustainable Energy Loan Program in the City of 

Rye in accordance with Article 5-L of the General Municipal Law, as follows: 

 

CITY OF RYE 

LOCAL LAW NO.  1  2018 

 

A local law to amend Chapter 176 “Energy Conservation” of the Rye City Code as follows:  

Be it enacted by the City Council of the City of Rye as follows: 

 

Section 1.  This Local Law shall be known as the “Energy Conservation” and shall read as 

follows: 

 

§176-1.  Legislative findings, intent and purpose, authority. 

 

A. It is the policy of both the City of Rye and the State of New York to achieve energy 

efficiency and renewable energy goals, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, mitigate the effect 

of global climate change, and advance a clean energy economy.  The City of Rye finds that it 

can fulfill this policy by providing property assessed clean energy financing to property 

owners for the installation of renewable energy systems and energy efficiency measures.  

This chapter establishes a program that will allow the Energy Improvement Corporation 

(“EIC”), a local development corporation, acting on behalf of the City of Rye pursuant to the 

municipal agreement to be entered into between the City of Rye and EIC pursuant to Article 

5-G of the New York General Municipal Law (the “Municipal Agreement”), to make funds 

available to qualified property owners that will be repaid by such property owners through 

charges on the real properties benefited by such funds, thereby fulfilling the purposes of this 

law and fulfilling an important public purpose. 

 

B. The City of Rye is authorized to implement this Energize NY Benefit Financing Program 

pursuant to the Municipal Home Rule Law and Article 5-L of the New York General 

Municipal Law. 

 

C. This law may be known and may be cited as the “Energize NY Benefit Financing Program 

Law of the City of Rye”. 

 

§ 176-2.  Definitions. 
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For purposes of this law, and unless otherwise expressly stated or unless the context requires, the 

following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

 

AUTHORITY 

The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority, as defined by subdivision 

two of section eighteen hundred fifty-one of the Public Authorities Law, or its successor. 

 

EIC  
The Energy Improvement Corporation, a local development corporation, duly organized under 

section fourteen hundred eleven of the Not-For-Profit Corporation Law, authorized hereby on 

behalf of the City of Rye to implement the Energize NY Benefit Financing Program by 

providing funds to qualified property owners (as defined in this law) and providing for 

repayment of such funds from monies collected by the City of Rye tax collecting officer as a 

charge to be levied on the real property and collected in the same manner and same form as the 

City taxes. 

 

ENERGY AUDIT 
A formal evaluation or “assessment” of the energy consumption of a permanent building or 

structural improvement to real property, conducted by a contractor certified by the Authority, or 

certified by a certifying entity approved by the Authority, for the purpose of identifying 

appropriate energy efficiency improvements that could be made to the property.   

 

ENERGY EFFICIENT IMPROVEMENT 
Any renovation or retrofitting of a building to reduce energy consumption, such as window and 

door replacement, lighting, caulking, weather stripping, air sealing, insulation, and heating and 

cooling system upgrades, and similar improvements, determined to be cost-effective pursuant to 

criteria established by the Authority, not including lighting measures or household appliances 

that are not permanently fixed to real property. 

 

QUALIFIED PROPERTY OWNER 

An owner of residential or commercial real property located within the boundaries of the City of 

Rye that is determined to be eligible to participate in the Energize NY Benefit Financing 

Program under the procedures for eligibility set forth under this law. 

 

RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEM 
An energy generating system for the generation of electric or thermal energy, to be used 

primarily at such property, except when the Qualified Property Owner is a commercial entity in 

which case the system may be used for other properties in addition to the subject property, by 

means of solar thermal, solar photovoltaic, wind, geothermal, anaerobic digester gas-to-

electricity systems, fuel cell technologies, or other renewable energy technology approved by the 

Authority not including the combustion or pyrolysis of solid waste. 

 

RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEM FEASIBILITY STUDY 
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A written study, conducted by a contractor certified by the Authority, or certified by a certifying 

entity approved by the Authority, for the purpose of determining the feasibility of installing a 

renewable energy system. 

 

§ 176-3.  Establishment of an Energize NY Benefit Financing Program. 
 

A. An Energize NY Benefit Financing Program is hereby established by the City of Rye, 

whereby EIC acting on its behalf pursuant to the Municipal Agreement, may provide funds to 

Qualified Property Owners in accordance with the procedures set forth under this law, to 

finance the acquisition, construction and installation of Renewable Energy Systems and 

Energy Efficiency Improvements and the verification of the installation of such systems and 

improvements. 

 

B. For funds provided to a Qualified Property Owner which is a commercial entity, not-for-

profit organization, or entity other than an individual, EIC shall have the authority to impose 

requirements on the maximum amount of funds to be provided, which may consider factors 

including but not limited to the property value, projected savings, project cost, and existing 

indebtedness secured by such property.   

 

C. For financings made to a Qualified Property Owner who is an individual, the funds provided 

shall not exceed the lesser of: (i) ten percent of the appraised value of the real property where 

the Renewable Energy Systems and/or Energy Efficiency Improvements will be located, or 

(ii) the actual cost of installing the Renewable Energy Systems and/or Energy Efficiency 

Improvements, including the costs of necessary equipment, materials, and labor and the cost 

of verification of such systems and improvements.  

 

§ 176-4.  Procedures for eligibility. 

 

A. Any property owner in the City of Rye may submit an application to EIC on such forms as 

have been prepared by EIC and made available to property owners on the website of EIC and 

at the City Clerk’s office.  

 

B. Every application submitted by a property owner shall be reviewed by EIC acting on behalf 

of the City of Rye, which shall make a positive or negative determination on such application 

based upon the criteria for making a financing enumerated in section 5 of this law. EIC may 

also request further information from the property owner where necessary to aid in its 

determination. 

 

C. If a positive determination on an application is made by EIC acting on behalf of the City of 

Rye, the property owner shall be deemed a Qualified Property Owner and shall be eligible to 

participate in the Energize NY Benefit Financing Program in accordance with the procedure 

set forth under section 6 of this law; provided that in no case shall a property owner that has 

received funds from another municipal corporation for the acquisition, construction and 

installation of Energy Efficiency Improvements and/or Renewable Energy Systems be 

deemed a Qualified Property Owner. 

 



APPROVED MINUTES - Regular Meeting - City Council 

   March 28, 2018 - Page 6 
 

§ 176-5.  Application criteria. 

 

Upon the submission of an application, EIC acting on behalf of the City of Rye, shall make a 

positive or negative determination on such application based upon the following criteria for the 

making of a financing: 

 

A. The proposed Energy Efficiency Improvements and/or Renewable Energy Systems are 

determined to be cost effective based on guidelines issued by the Authority; 

 

B. The property owner may not be in bankruptcy and the property may not constitute property 

subject to any pending bankruptcy proceeding;  

 

C. The amount financed under the Energize NY Benefit Financing Program shall be repaid over 

a term not to exceed the weighted average of the useful life of Renewable Energy Systems 

and Energy Efficiency Improvements to be installed on the property as determined by EIC; 

 

D. Sufficient funds are available from EIC to provide financing to the property owner; 

 

E. The property owner is current in payments on any existing mortgage; 

 

F. The property owner is current in payments on any existing real property taxes and has been 

current on real property taxes for the previous three years; and 

 

G. Such additional criteria, not inconsistent with the criteria set forth above, as the City of Rye, 

or EIC acting on its behalf, may set from time to time. 

 

§ 176-6.  Opt-in, Energize NY Finance Agreement. 
 

A. A Qualified Property Owner may participate in the Energize NY Benefit Financing Program 

through the execution of an energize NY finance agreement made by and between the 

Qualified Property Owner and EIC, acting on the behalf of the City of Rye (the “Energize 

NY Finance Agreement”). 

 

B. Upon execution of the Energize NY Finance Agreement, the Qualified Property Owner shall 

be eligible to receive funds from EIC acting on behalf of City of Rye, for the acquisition, 

construction, and installation of qualifying Renewable Energy Systems and Energy 

Efficiency Improvements; provided the requirements of Section 7 of this law have been met.   

 

C. The Energize NY Finance Agreement shall include the terms and conditions of repayment set 

forth under section 8 of this law.  

 

§ 176-7.  Energy audit, renewable energy system feasibility study. 

 

A. No funds shall be made available for Energy Efficiency Improvements unless determined to 

be appropriate through an Energy Audit as defined in Section 2.  
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B. No funds shall be made available for a Renewable Energy System unless determined to be 

feasible through a Renewable Energy System Feasibility Study as defined in Section 2. 

 

C. The cost of such Energy Audit and/or Renewable Energy System Feasibility Study shall be 

borne solely by the property owner but may be included in the financed amount if the work is 

approved.  

 

§ 176-8.  Terms and conditions of repayment. 
 

The Energize NY Finance Agreement between the Qualified Property Owner and EIC acting on 

behalf of the City of Rye, shall set forth the terms and conditions of repayment in accordance 

with the following:  

 

A. The principal amount of the funds paid to the Qualified Property Owner hereunder, together 

with the interest thereon, shall be paid by the property owner as a charge on his or her 

property tax bill and shall be levied and collected at the same time and in the same manner as 

City of Rye property taxes, provided that such charge shall be separately listed on the tax bill.  

The City of Rye shall make payment to EIC or its designee in the amount of all such 

separately listed charges within 30 days of the date the payment is due to be made to City of 

Rye.     

 

B. The term of such repayment shall be determined at the time the Energize NY Finance 

Agreement is executed by the property owner and EIC, provided that in no case shall the 

term exceed the weighted average of the useful life of the systems and improvements as 

determined by EIC acting on behalf of the City of Rye. 

   

C. The rate of interest for the charge shall be fixed by EIC acting on behalf of the City of Rye at 

the time the Energize NY Finance Agreement is executed by the property owner and EIC.  

 

D. The charge shall constitute a lien upon the real property benefited by the Energize NY 

Benefit Financing Program as set forth in Article 5-L of the General Municipal Law and shall 

run with the land.  A transferee of title to the benefited real property shall be required to pay 

any future installments, including interest thereon.  

 

§ 176-9.  Verification and report. 

 

A. EIC shall be responsible for verifying and reporting to the City of Rye on the installation and 

performance of Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvements financed 

by such Program. 

 

B. The City of Rye shall verify and report on the installation and performance of Renewable 

Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvements financed by the Energize NY Benefit 

Financing Program in such form and manner as the Authority may establish. 

 

Section 2:  Severability. 
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If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part of any section of this title shall be adjudged by 

any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair or 

invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, 

paragraph, section or part thereof directly involved in the controversy and in which such 

judgment shall have been rendered.   

 

Section 3: Effective date. 

 

This local law will take effect immediately on filing in the office of the Secretary of State.   

 

 

ROLL CALL 

AYES: Councilmembers Goddard, Hurd, Mecca, Souza, Tagger-Epstein, Stacks, Mayor 

Cohn 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: None 

 

 Councilwoman Goddard, seconded by Councilwoman Tagger-Epstein, made a motion to 

authorize the City Manager to enter into a municipal agreement with the Energy Improvement 

Corporation which acknowledges that Local Law Chapter 176 will be subject to the following 

modifications in the City of Rye:  

 

1) No construction financing; 

2) Maximum loan-to-value ratio will be 75%, including current PACE financing; 

3) Loans to be capped at an aggregate of $500,000; 

4) Restricted to not-for-profit organizations; 

5) Borrower required to have been in business for at least three years. 

 

 

ROLL CALL 

AYES: Councilmembers Goddard, Hurd, Mecca, Souza, Tagger-Epstein, Stacks, Mayor 

Cohn 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: None 

 

 

 Mayor Cohn thanked Mr. Thielking and Ms. Smiley from Energize NY. 

 

5. Public Hearing to amend local law Chapter 64, “Boats and Harbors” of the Rye City 

Code by amending provisions related to moorings. 

 

 Councilwoman Hurd made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Souza, to open the 

public hearing on Chapter 64, “Boats and Harbors.” 

 

 Jim Murphy, 75 Wappanocca, and American Yacht Club member, stated he was 

appreciative of the City staff’s effort with regard to the local law.  He said that American Yacht 
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Club had run for 135 years.  He identified two goals of the local law amendments as to ensure 

greater safety, and increase City revenue.   

 

 City Manager Serrano thanked Mr. Murphy for his input and felt that the law had been 

improved with the proposed amendments. 

 

 Mayor Cohn said that in reviewing the proposed amendments, he had asked some 

questions about definitions, but did not have additional concerns.  Corporation Counsel Wilson 

stated that a definition for “Yacht Club” or similar entities could be added for clarification 

purposes.   

 

 Councilwoman Souza asked for clarification on a “catch-all” term, not limited to just 

yacht clubs.  Mayor Cohn agreed that perhaps a term that catches all similar entities would be 

beneficial.  

 

 Councilwoman Hurd asked a procedural question on the fund that Corporation Counsel 

Wilson’s time would be charged to.  There was then general discussion that the time spent on 

this legislation should be paid out of the General Fund, as it is a City law.   

 

 Mayor Cohn kept the public hearing open, adjourning it to the next regular meeting of the 

City Council. 

 

6. Residents may be heard on matters for Council consideration that do not appear on the 

agenda. 

 

 Ray Tartaglione, 10 Hen Island, made a statement to the Council in response to Mayor 

Cohn’s statements at the previous Council meeting held on March 14, 2018.  He stated he was 

displeased and felt that the problems at Hen Island were dismissed as disputes between 

neighbors.  He expressed concern for the issues on Hen Island and the health and safety of Rye 

residents.  He stated he was upset that all laws of the City had not been enforced and asked that 

the Building Department issue violations for sewage pits and other items.  He asked if the Mayor 

and Council had read several specific reports.  He demonstrated some photographs to the 

Council.  He said that the City had several laws against what has been happening on Hen Island.  

Mayor Cohn recommended that Mr. Tartaglione be present during any future County inspections 

and ask for clarification of those officials.   

 

 Peter Jovanovich, former Councilmember, recounted his time on the Council.  He 

recommended that laws that are no longer relevant or applied be removed from the City Code.  

 

 Christine Siller, Executive Director of Friends of Rye Nature Center, stated that the Rye 

Nature Center was out of power for 18 days with the recent storms.  She thanked City Manager 

Serrano, City Engineer Coyne, and others for their diligent response during the recent Nor’easter 

storms.  She acknowledged Con Edison who has been a long term partner of the Rye Nature 

Center and who worked quickly to repair the power outages.  She said she wanted to go record 

noting the situation that the property is in.  She felt most concerned that the entry bridge to the 

Nature Center is historic, but has been a concern for flooding and weight-bearing issues.  She 
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stated that the bridge needed to be closed even prior to the storm due to flooding.  She said that 

the Nature Center is working on a grant to try and help with these issues.  With the preservation 

of the bridge, there would need to be a new entry into nature center.  Ms. Siller recommended the 

Snow Field access route as an alternate entry location.  She said that she understood that the New 

York Rising funds need to be allocated, and highly recommended that the Council consider these 

needs. 

 

7. Review and discussion of City roads and intersections by City Engineer. 

 

 Mayor Cohn invited City Engineer Coyne to make a presentation.  Mr. Coyne made a 

presentation to the Council, providing an overview of the roads, conditions and improvement 

plans.  He explained that the main roads have been the focus of maintenance in recent years to 

prevent future issues.  He also mentioned several County roads that had been recently paved.  

Mr. Coyne then discussed certain concrete roads that were a cause for concern.  He then talked 

about other “arterial” roads in the scheme of priorities, which are somewhat heavily traveled as 

through roads.  Mr. Coyne discussed roads with other special issues, such as those where Con 

Edison would be doing work, and those with sewer repairs. 

 

 There was discussion about the City requiring entities doing work/street opening, such as 

Con Edison, to restore the roads to any previous or better condition.  Mayor Cohn asked if the 

City kept track of these entities doing work.  Mr. Coyne responded that the City has a better 

handle on private installers with the City’s requirements in the Building Department.  However, 

with public service entities such as Con Edison, it is more difficult as work is done sometimes in 

the middle of the night.  

 

 There was general discussion over fees for street openings.  Currently, the fees are a 

minimum of $250 with a mandatory $200 surcharge, which is deposited into the annual street 

resurfacing fund.  Mr. Coyne said that the Engineering and Building Departments were putting 

together a comparison between municipalities with regard to fees and charges, to provide the 

Council with a recommendation for the budget.  Councilwoman Hurd said that she would like to 

have an updated fee on the next fee schedule. 

 

 There was discussion over paving Peck Avenue.  Mr. Coyne said that deciding how far to 

pave is an ongoing discussion.  He said also that the City has been working with the Traffic and 

Pedestrian Safety Committee to understand priorities with regard to pedestrian safety as well; 

this would be factored into the priorities discussion. 

 

 Mr. Coyne explained specific logistics about paving and preserving the roads for the 

future.  He explained that what is being presented is fully paving and milling/ patching, not 

inclusive of adding sidewalks and the like.  He discussed further specific proposals for paving for 

problem areas.  He showed an aerial drawing of the Fireman’s Circle (where Grace Church 

meets Milton Road), and explained that the circle needed to be repaired by paving, curbing 

modifications for drainage purposes and traffic mitigation improvements for both vehicular and 

pedestrian safety. 
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 Mayor Cohn asked how long it would take to improve Fireman’s circle, and how the 

traffic would be mitigated.  City Engineer Coyne stated that the consultant could provide a 

mitigation plan.  He clarified that this particular improvement was involved in the current 

budgeted priorities. 

 

 Councilman Stacks asked about other areas, such as the Snow Field/ Nature Center 

access, and the intersection of Purdy/ Purchase/ Theodore Fremd.  Mr. Coyne explained that 

improvements for the Purdy/ Purchase/ Theodore Fremd intersection had been budgeted for the 

current year.    

 

 Mayor Cohn stated that in general, it was important to think about the timing of major 

improvements, as the Last Mile improvements on I-95 would likely cause disruption within the 

City.   He felt it would be helpful to space out scheduled improvements to the extent that the City 

could do so.  

 

 Concerning the Snow Field/ Nature Center access, Mr. Coyne recalled that in 2014, the 

projected cost was $1.3 million.   

 

 Councilman Mecca requested that the Engineering Department patch small holes on 

Purchase Street for safety purposes in preparation for the upcoming annual parades.   

 

 There was discussion over the Forest Avenue studies. To proceed, the Council would 

need to review the recommendations made by the consultant. 

 

 Councilwoman Hurd asked if the City had explored the old easements to the schools that 

had since been out of commission.  Mr. Coyne responded that alternative walkways could be 

revisited.   

 

 Mayor Cohn commented that he recalled that some of the prior walkways had been cause 

for concern by the schools and homeowners for safety reasons.  Mr. Coyne confirmed this point. 

There was general discussion by the Council with regard to safe walkways to school. 

 

 Councilman Stacks asked about the cost of replacing/ repairing the bridge to the Nature 

Center.  Councilwoman Goddard commented that she recalled that the cost for carving out a new 

access point off of the Snow Field would be less than replacing the bridge.  

 

8. Adoption of the 2018 County property tax rates.  

Roll Call. 

 

 Councilwoman Souza made a motion, seconded by Councilman Mecca, to adopt the 

following resolution:  

 

RESOLVED, that the tax rates for the amounts of Westchester 

County, Blind Brook Sewer District, Mamaroneck Valley Sewer District 

and Refuse Disposal District charges for the fiscal year beginning January 

1, 2018, shall be as follows: 
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  Westchester County 

  Levy      $28,627,353 

  Taxable Assessed Value   139,927,245 

  Taxable Rate per $1,000 Assessed Value        204.587 

 

  Blind Brook Sewer District 

  Levy        $5,341,306 

  Taxable Assessed Value   141,863,774 

  Taxable Rate per $1,000 Assessed Value          37.651 

 

  Mamaroneck Valley Sewer District 

  Levy           $709,264 

  Taxable Assessed Value     19,601,022 

  Taxable Rate per $1,000 Assessed Value          36.185 

 

  Refuse Disposal District No. 1 

  Levy        $2,551,725 

  Taxable Assessed Value   142,012,846 

  Taxable Rate per $1,000 Assessed Value          17.968 

 

RESOLVED, that the Council does hereby certify to the City 

Comptroller the above stated levies and tax rates for Westchester County, 

Blind Brook Sewer District, Mamaroneck Valley Sewer District and 

Refuse Disposal District No. 1 charges, and the City Comptroller is hereby 

directed to apportion and extend against each taxable property listed upon 

the assessment roll of the City of Rye for 2018 at the rates specified, the 

amount of taxes required to produce the total sums certified and to render 

tax notices for, and receive and collect, the several sums computed and 

determined, and, it is further 

 

RESOLVED, that the tax warrant of Westchester County be 

signed by the Mayor and directed to the City Comptroller to collect the 

amount of said taxes with interest as provided by law and any special 

assessment heretofore authorized and approved. 

 

 

 

ROLL CALL 

AYES: Councilmembers Goddard, Hurd, Mecca, Souza, Tagger-Epstein, Stacks, Mayor 

Cohn 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: None 
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9. Consideration of a request by the Rye Chamber of Commerce for the use of the southern 

end of the City’s Car Park #2 on Sundays from May 13, 2018 through December 2, 2018 

from 6:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for the Rye Farmers Market.  Market hours are from 8:30 

a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 

 Councilwoman Souza made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hurd and 

unanimously carried, approve the request by the Rye Chamber of Commerce for the use of the 

southern end of the City’s Car Park #2 on Sundays from May 13, 2018 through December 2, 

2018 from 6:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for the Rye Farmers Market.  Market hours are from 8:30 A.M. 

to 2:00 P.M. 

 

10. Consideration of a request by the Rye Chamber of Commerce for the use of City streets 

for the Annual Sidewalk Sale to be held on Thursday, July 26, 2018 through Saturday, 

July 28, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 

 Councilwoman Souza made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hurd and 

unanimously carried, to approve the request by the Rye Chamber of Commerce for the use of 

City streets for the Annual Sidewalk Sale to be held on Thursday, July 26, 2018 through 

Saturday, July 28, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 

11. Consideration of proposed revisions and addition to the Rules and Regulations of the City 

of Rye Police Department: 

● General Order #109.3 arrest processing policy. 

● General Order #113.18 regarding vehicular pursuit policy.  

● General Order #116.1 regarding recruitment, selection and appointment policy.  

● General Order #118.0 regarding computerized records management systems policy.                                                                                         

● General Order #120.5 regarding firearm discharge reporting policy.  

 

 Councilwoman Hurd asked if the Council could see a list of the completed orders to date.  

 

 Councilwoman Hurd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Mecca and unanimously 

carried, to adopt the proposed revisions and addition to the Rules and Regulations of the City of 

Rye Police Department: 

 

● General Order #109.3 arrest processing policy. 

● General Order #113.18 regarding vehicular pursuit policy.  

● General Order #116.1 regarding recruitment, selection and appointment policy.  

● General Order #118.0 regarding computerized records management systems policy.                                                                                         

● General Order #120.5 regarding firearm discharge reporting policy.  

 

 

12. Appointments to Boards and Commissions, by the Mayor with Council approval. 

 

 Mayor Cohn appointed Peter Olsen to the Board of Appeals, for a three-year term 

expiring January 1, 2021.  Mayor Cohn thanked Serge Nivelle for his many years of service and 

dedication on the Board of Appeals.   
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 Mayor Cohn appointed Birgit Townley to the Planning Commission, to fill the unexpired 

term of Al Vitiello, with a term expiring January 1, 2020. 

 

 Mayor Cohn made the following appointments to the Landmarks Advisory Committee: 

Peter Tuneski for a three-year term expiring January 1, 2021, Michael Holmes for a two-year 

term expiring January 1, 2020, Jerome Coleman repointed for a two-year term expiring January 

1, 2020, and Maurio Sax, reappointed for a three-year term, expiring January 1, 2021.   

 

 Mayor Cohn announced that Robert Marrow had resigned from the Human Rights 

Commission.  

 

 Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Souza, to approve 

Mayor Cohn’s appointments. 

 

13. Miscellaneous communications and reports. 

 

Councilwoman Goddard thanked the Rye Sustainability Committee for coordinating the 

recent invasive plant pull along Playland Parkway.  She announced that there had been 30 

volunteers and thanked the Rye PBA for providing lunch and snacks.  She also mentioned that 

there was a member of the Police force helping with the efforts.  Councilwoman Goddard also 

stated that Sustainable Westchester had given a presentation the previous week on Community 

Choice Aggregation.  She encouraged those interested in that talk to view it on the Rye TV 

website and the Rye Sustainability website.  

 

Councilman Mecca reminded the community that the Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be 

held at Rye Recreation on March 31, 2018.  The lineup will take place at 10:30 on the basketball 

court.  

 

Councilwoman Hurd reminded Boat Basin slip holders to renew by March 31, 2018, to 

avoid losing forfeiting their spot at the Marina.  She also announced that the next Chamber of 

Commerce meeting will be held April 4, 2018 at Morgan’s Fish House at 8:30 A.M. 

Councilwoman Hurd also announced that with respect to the dredging, sampling results should 

be available within two weeks. 

 

Councilwoman Tagger-Epstein acknowledged the participants of March for our Lives, 

which took place all over the country.  Specifically, she recognized local participants, making up 

over 1500 marchers at Rye Neck School.  She also thanked the high schoolers and middle 

schoolers that spoke in Rye Neck and White Plains, as well as Kim Berns of Rye TV, who 

covered the event.  On behalf of the Human Rights Commission, Councilwoman Tagger-Epstein 

announced that the group would be working with parents and the school district to create a 

survey to understand how the community can work better to serve those with special needs.   

 

Councilwoman Souza also commented that the March for our Lives event was wonderful. 

She also announced that Rye ACT would be sponsoring a “Youth Speak Out” event, to be held at 

Rye Arts Center on May 8, 2018 at 7:00 P.M.  On behalf of the Recreation Department, 
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Councilwoman Souza reminded those interested to sign up for Rye TV Summer Camp at 

ryetv.org.   She also announced that enrollment for Rye Recreation camps were still open. 

 

Councilman Stacks announced that there would be an upcoming meeting at Harrison 

Town Hall on April 11, 2018 at 7:00 P.M. on the construction surrounding the Harrison Train 

Station.  He also announced that on behalf of the Rye Golf Club, the greens are expected to open 

on March 30, 2018.  Councilman Stacks also reported that the Finance Committee would like to 

present their progress to the City Council on April 11, 2018 at the regular meeting. 

 

Mayor Cohn reported that he attended a meeting on March 22, 2018 hosted by State 

Assemblyman David Buchwald on Con Edison. There were more than 60 officials from different 

jurisdictions in the County with substantial performance dissatisfaction during the recent storms 

and power outages.  Mayor Cohn announced that the State assembly would be holding hearings 

on May 29, 2018.  The Public Service Commission will be investigating Con Edison’s 

performance.  Con Edison will also be hosting a meeting in Rye on April 12, 2018. Mayor Cohn 

said that the Council would be trying to participate in these events.  Further, Mayor Cohn stated 

the he and Councilwoman Goddard had an interesting meeting with representatives from Save 

the Sound, who is inclined to be a helpful resource as the City moves to repairing any 

outstanding sewer issues.  Mayor Cohn said that the Council would invite Save the Sound to a 

future Saturday meeting at the library with respect to Sound Shore sewage management, and to 

understand the current infrastructure of these systems within Rye. 

 

14. Old Business. 

 

 Councilman Mecca stated that in the B-2 Business District, the notice requirements for 

those wishing to have outdoor seating are stricter than any other law in the City.  This flaw in the 

law should be corrected and changed comparatively to other local law requirements. Councilman 

Mecca stated that he would like the Council to consider changing the law to lessen the burden on 

the applicant.   

 

 Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman-Tagger Epstein and 

unanimously carried, to set a public hearing for April 11, 2018.   

 

 Mayor Cohn stated that recently, the Council had amended certain FOIL (Freedom of 

Information Law) procedures with respect to an appeal, in that the Council would be the 

appellate body in the case of the City Manager being the subject of a FOIL.  

 

 Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Tagger-Epstein and 

unanimously carried, to adopt the following resolution:  

 

On June 8, 2017 Mr. Chittenden submitted the following FOIL:  Kindly consider this an e-mail 

FOIL request for any and all e-mails between Marcus Serrano and Sandra Serrano including but 

not limited to (sserrano@yorktown.org), (mserrano@ryeny.gov) and any e-mail address that 

contains (cubancutie) since January 1, 2015.  After reviewing Mr. Chittenden’s Appeal and the 

responsive records to Mr. Chittenden’s FOIL, the City Council, acting as the FOIL Appeals 

Body, grants, in part, Mr. Chittenden’s appeal.  There were records that should have been 
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provided as part of the original FOIL request which were not.   All remaining records were 

properly exempted from disclosure under state or federal law (POL § 87(2)(a)) or were properly 

withheld because their disclosure would constitute an unwarranted invasion of person privacy 

(POL § 87(2)(b).  In addition, the redactions made to the records that were provided are proper 

and in accordance with law.  The Clerk is directed to email Mr. Chittenden the responsive 

records not previously provided to him by Friday March 30, 2018. 

 

15. New Business. 

 

There was nothing discussed under this agenda item. 

 

16. Adjournment.  

 

There being no further business to discuss, Councilman Mecca made a motion, seconded 

by Councilwoman Souza and unanimously carried, to adjourn the regular meeting into executive 

session to discuss attorney-client privilege matters, personnel matters and litigation at 9:43 P.M. 

It was anticipated that the Council would not reconvene into a regular meeting. 

 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

        Carolyn D’Andrea 

        City Clerk 


